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of men;  0 Soma, rejoicing witfy thy protecting
powers,1 'guard us from hehind and before.

ANTJVlKA VII.

ASHTAKA VI   CONTINUED.

ADEYi-YA IV. CONTINUED.

StkTA I. (LX.)a

The deity is AGNI; the $i*hi is BHABOA the .son of PRIGATHA;
the metre is Prdg&tha.

Varga       1. AGNI, come hither with the fires, we choose

" thee as our invoking priest ; let the presented offer-

ing anoint thee, the chief sacrificer,3 to sit down on

the sacred

1 Sdyana, as often elsewhere (cf. i. 84. 20), understands by
utayah the Maruts as gantdrak (ava gatau}.

a The MSS. of the Rig-Veda insert hetween the last hymn and
the present one the eleven apparently spurious hymns called the
Vdlakhilya, containing vargas xiv.-xxxi. They are not reckoned
in the division hy Manilas and Anuv&kas (thus S&yana says,
p. 614, "there are six s&ktas in the sixth Anuvaka"), hut they
are included in that by Ashfakas and Adhy&yas, and in the
Sarvdnukrama. Professor Auf recht has omitted them in his edition
of the Rig-Veda, and given them in the Appendix ; and S&yana
takes JOLO notice of them in his commentary. I have omitted
them iu my translation, just as Professor Wilson omitted the
various Khilas in the previous Ma$<Jalas ; but it is important to
hear in mind that they are never included in the collections of
Pari&ahtas and Khilas (see Professor Mailer's translation, vol. i.
p. xxxiv). I propose to attempt a translation of these hymns
in the Appendix..

8 Sama Veda, II. 7. 2. 7. I.